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Comparison of religions is uncalled for. One must gain a
mature understanding of one's own religion and then study others,
For purposes of comparison in a general way, the criterion is
compassion [taught] as a rule of life. The greater the scope for
compassion in a way of life, the more of religion it has, "The
ethical way has its roots in compassion55—that is the first principle
to be taught to everyone; and the second, "Brahman is the Rea-
lity; the Phenomenal world is unreal.55 No single principle may
appeal to all, but it would seem that one who is in quest of the
atman will have the right principle spring to his lips at the right
time.
Caste-distinctions are both necessary and unnecessary. Their
forcible observance is unnecessary. , . * G5s action in giving en-
couragement to the pariah was praiseworthy.
In fact, there are as many paths as there are human beings.
So long as men differ [in temperament], their paths are bound to
differ. He who sees the identity of his atman with the atmans of
others will also see unity in the [different] religions.
When the atman is free from bondage to the body, it is said to
have attained moksha. The nature of that state is not to be describ-
ed. It can only be experienced. Ghosts, etc., are an evil order of
beings. Those guilty of wicked deeds are born in that order.
I have glanced through the book on milk-treatment. I was
not impressed by it. That is, however, because of my present
frame of mind. Even if anyone could prove that meat had a high-
ly beneficial effect on the body, it would remain unacceptable. I
hold the same view about milk. It is but another form of meat
and man has no right to take it. [To argue] that because a baby
sucks the mother's milk, man should take cow's milk is the very
limit of ignorance.
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